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A Pixel is a color element defined by color and tone. 

 

PPI (pixels per inch) is commonly referred to as dots per inch (DPI) when 

talking about a digital image. 

 

DPI (dots per inch) is a carryover from the printing industry putting 

CMYK (cyan, magenta, yellow, black) dots on paper to represent a color. 

 

Pixels Per Inch and Dots Per Inch 





















Popular File Formats 

Keep it simple 

•  RAW, DNG, NEF… 
       Raw data from the camera. It requires a specific program to convert the 

       data into something useful.   Use Caution when you ask for raw files. 

•  TIF 
       A lossless , uncompressed file where each pixel is saved individually. 

•  JPG 
       A compressed file.  You can select the level of compression for a 

       high quality (large file) or a low quality (small file).  Compression is a one 

       way street.  Files are compressed by removing data (lossy). 

•  PNG 
       A lossless file, generally smaller than a TIF but larger than a JPG. 



POP QUIZ 

What is the BEST file Format? 



PICK YOUR FAVORITE 

Here’s a selection of images.  It’s a jumble of 

file formats, each at actual pixels on top and 

enlarged to start showing pixels below. 



PICK YOUR FAVORITE 

Here’s a selection of images.  It’s a jumble of 

file formats, each at actual pixels on top and 

enlarged to start showing pixels below. 
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A Plan of Action         

You Need… 

Post Production --------------- 

What 

          Where 

                     When 

                               How 

                                       Who  

Book Cover:  “Second Thoughts”                    Sarah Dunnigan 



A Plan Of Action … 

What do you need to photograph? 
     What are the sizes, 2 or 3 dimensional works, weight 

Where are you going to do it? 
     Can the works be moved 

     Do you have the space 

     Can you control the lighting 

When are you going to do it? 
     Are there any time constraints, on the people, artwork, 

     space, or need for the images 

Primary Compass            Don Glummer 

How are you going to do it? 
     Are you jobbing out the photography or doing it in-house 

     Do you have the skills or the time and desire to learn.  Suitable equipment? 

     What are your expectations?  “Standards” 

Who ….  
      Will keep records of what is to be photographed, the photo sequence and comments 

      Who is responsible for post production?  Prepping the files – Archiving the files 



Standards 

Establish  “YOUR” standards 

based your needs and capabilities 

•    Your Standard - What you require 
   How “You” do things -  A dynamic document 

   If it’s not in writing… It’s not a standard 

    

•  Published Standards – Provide Reference Points 
They try to quantify the perceptual and encompass all 

situations. 















 

To see a “true” color we need to view it under a “true” light source. 

To accurately match colors we need to view them under the same light source. 

Daylight is the accepted norm, to be more specific, a bulb with a color temperature of 5000k 

and CRI (color rendering index) of 90+. 

These bulbs are generally labeled as “Natural Light’. 

All cameras have a color bias and not all colors will photograph accurately. 

Although your camera’s Auto Color Balance isn’t exact, it will work fine for most pictures,  

but when you need exact color matches, you need to control the light – from the light you 

photograph with to the light with which you view the print. 

How’s That Color Looking? 

Am I the only person 

who has walked outside and discovered 

the black pants I put on were actually blue? 

http://rudinec.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/color-wheel.png


Color Behaving Badly 

Matched to the color bar 

Matched to the original print 

Guardian Angels Gunship 

LtCol. A. Michael Leahy, USMCR 
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